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Friend ) and his tome , have beenuntoit, 
as a Grandfatber and father , from whoſe \ 
motion and ſolicitation itis lineally deſcen- 
ded. Accept it then ( good Sir ) as your © 
owne : and me with it, whom. T our imma- 
nent merit in your ſelf,and tranſzent benig- 
nity to me , bave long and deeply obliged to 


remaine , 


Yours, 


Frommy lodging at the 
Fountaine in S'. Pawls 
Church-yard. Febr. TO love,and ſerve 
24. 1640. 20 


T ou, 
with aftcQion and fidelity. in 


1 ———— 


Joun Lev. 
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| To the Righc Honoura- 
| | ble Roszxr Lord Viſcounc 


KILLMURREY my very worthy 
and much honoured Lord. 


Il Right Honourable, 

S9%/DBT 1s not without cxample ( which 
for the preſent I {hall follow as 
Wo) a pattcrne ) to dedicate to one a 
ea [ ctter written tO another, 0cca- 
fiou and affefion, diverlly inducing a di- 
verſe inſcription : That directed me to write 
| unto the Biſhop, 7 his to-give your Lord- 

ſhip a titſe1n the Publication of that I have 
written, as in acknowledgement of your an- 
|. Clentand conſtant kindneſlero me, iether 
cooled by. age or interpolition of time or 
place, nor laid afide with your honours, 
(which arc wontto change manners) nor re- 
quiring more obſervances of me, than my 

| manifold imploymcnts would permit, nor 
| | a excepting 


Biſhop Hat 
wrote an Ea 
piſtle ro Mr. 
I. B., anddedi- 
cated it to his 
Father, Decad. 
I- Epi. Io. pag. 
266. 

He wrote ano- 
ther to Y. E, 
which he dedii- 
cated to M.Rg- 
bert lexrmin Dec. 
4. Ep.2.0.308- 
Another to M, 
To " and dedi» 
cated it to Sir 
Fulk Grevell 
Dec.'6, Epi.z. 
P. 349: 


The Epiſtle 
excepting againſt minc omiſions of attcn- 
dance on your honour, (your wiſdome and 


goodneſle truly and charitably interpreting 
them,rather as conformicies to my calling, 


Toall this your Honour hath lately added a 
favour (which the leſſe I thought of it be- 
fore hand, the more am bound for ever to 
remember it ) in being ſo mindfull of che 
mending of my condition asto name mein 
a Pctition to the high Court of Parliamenr, 
as worthy of better recompence of my 
paines, and colt inimy paſtorall charge than 
hitherto I have received. 

Thus(my good Lord)while Tam at grea- 
teſt diſtance from you, you have drawn my 
deyotions ncercT to you,and have cheriſhed 
them to a greater vigour of deſire and in- 
deayour to bce 


From my lodging at the 
Fountaine in Pauls Church. 
yard Feb.x3- 1640. 


as really as affe&ionately 
your Lordſhips 
humble Servant 


IOoHN Ley. 


than as {1gnes of {lighting, or ingratitude. ) 


Hy —_—_—_—_—— 
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A” LETTER 


( Againſt che. ereftion. af 


an ALTAR.) 


VVritten {une 29.1635. tothe Reve- 
rend Father lobx L:Bithop of Cheſter. 


B Y 
IOAHN LEY, Paſftour of Great 
G's Budworth i in Cheſhire. 


Rigbt Reverend, and my very good Lord, 


& Mong the many things for which 
- bad on evi tack —_ of emi-- 
| nent eſtate, there is one (of ſes 
- Ciall note) for. which: good men. 

| pity. them : and itis ;'-that they 
have many who- ſeeke to-'ſerve 
h CT with their per 
fattery hope to what they ſeek z_ and very 
* who lncrely their obſervances of then. 
'A x towards. 
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A Letter againſt | 
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a Nullipacien- 
rigs reprehen- 
- duntur, quam 
qui maxime 


laudem me- 


reatur. Plin.ep. 


Trejan.lb.7. 
[Pe 234+ 


b Het!at re. 
buketh a max, 
| afterwards ſball 
fnde more fa- 


vox”, than he 


* that flattereth 
| meth thetongue, 


Pro.28-23- 


to theirowrends: 


towards their intereſts , without a ſquint-cydaſpe& 


Of: whether ſort I have beene(among thoſe thar 
profeſle themſelves devoted to your Lordſhip) I 
appeale to your experience of me, for the beſt 
part of twenty yeeres time , wherein you have gi- 
ven me occahion very often to acknowledge 'unto 
Others (asa part of your good nature,and my good 
hap) that while my conſcience bath dire&ted me 
freely ro ſpeake, your goodneſſe-(as an-inſtance of 
2 Plinzehis obſervation) hath diſpoſed you pati- 
tiently to heare me, and to value my ſpeech by the 
juſtacflc of my cauſe, and validity of my reaſons, 
racher than by the diſparity of your parts,and place, 
which give you great advantage over me, both for 
gainſaying and prevailing. 

It was the confidence which I bad in Þ Solomons 
prophericall promiſe, for the finall acceptation of 
faithfull offices, which made me at the firſt more 
bold with your Lordſhip, than many others have 
beene ; and ſince 1 have found by the Succefſe of 
mine upright intentions, in treaties with you, that 
I have not therein beene more bold with you, than 
welcometo you; I cannot but take heart to goe 
on, as any occaſion of moment is preſented unto 
me. 

And now, my Lord, there is one of grear ( and 
as ſome would: rather ſtile ir of a naſe ) weight, 
which hath occaſioned much diſcourſe , and 
many cenſures ; (though your Lordſhip , whom 
they moſt concerne,, be liketo hearethe leaſt of 
them) iris that new Strucure of ſtone at the upper 
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endof the old Confiftorie, which Papifts talke.of © 
as of an Altar whereuponthey cxalttheir hopes of 
re-edification of their Babel: among us. Tt was _ 
one of them, from <whom , being at Budworth ,, 1 © Mater 3% 2308 
badthe firſt notice: f that newes; which I told 55. -4 
him I would not beleeve:: for'it ſeemed to. mee 
more ſtrange than true , that a Papiſt , dwelling at 
leaſt foureteene miles from Cheſter , and comming 
thither ſeldome,ſhould know better what was done 
_—_— Cathedrall L than - = Sub-deane. of the 
Church, who was there 4 almoſt every . ler 
weeke throughout the whole yeere. 5 Fr beywoer Pls "2080 
And I could not thioke (it sfo Fr 
, great) that it grew up ( like * Jonahs halfe in hawk » a yaid bigh, 
Gourd) in anight, or that it was ſet: anda yardbroad. 
up, as the Temple of Solomon was ſer * 19-42% 
rogether, without $ al! zo:ſe of axe , or hammer , or 81 Kin.6.7. 
#nfirument of 1r03. 4] 
- But at my next comming to Chefter., I ſaw hee +5 
had but roo-muchb, and too ſolid ground for his re- bh 
port, and yet toabate from his rejoycing at the 
matter, Ltold h him when we met a--h H:wasmy Pariſhioner, and 
gaine (as I bad heardby ſome) that it p<A2ring to the 66. Canon, [ 
was a funerall monument of Saint 'iahope rowin him, as | bave 
warburghs buriall in that place, which done his brother ſince. 
was anciently called by the name of her Chappell: 
with this (for that time ): I interred his triumph 
under a Tombſtone, which he had ſet up as incenſe 
on an Altar, | 
| But when others(ſeriouſly obſerving the matter, 
and forme, and ſcituation of it) compared all 
with your purpoſe of employment of the place to 
6 _..._ © religious 
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Reaſon 1. 


religious uſes (as they had heard ); and thereupon 
TuſpeRed therein at leaſt a propenfion to Popery; 
and ſome ſaid(as I was told tomy face)that though 
your Lordſhip (as Biſhop) were the Author, I (as 
Sub-deane) was fome way an Acor or approver 
of that, which was ſo great aneye-ſore unto ma- 
ny good people. I was much perplexed what an- 
fwerto makethem, though rather for you, than for 
my ſelfe. . 

Yet:foryou my Lord, I faid ( intermes of aſle- 
veration and affurance) that I had knowneyou long 
and (as you were pleaſed inone of your letters to. 
me to ſay) throughly , and yet I could never ob- 
ſerve any thing in you, which might induce me to 
doubt of your liking of a Communion Table, a- 
bove an Altar, or of yourdiſlike of popith eitber: 
building of Altars, or bowing to Altars, And I 
could have ſaid ſomewhat more to-have made them 
wholly of my minde , tonching your Lordſhips 
meaning that way,but that I would not make ufe'of 
any of your ſecrets (without your leave) though 
for your defence. | 

But for my fclfe;mine anſwer. was, that if Lha4 
had any notice of ſuch an alteration 'before-hand, 
(and you have ſometimes accompred the Deane 
and Chapter, 4cex{þ/{::5 to the Biſhop) I ſhould: 
have dane my beſt endevour ;to diſfivade you: 
from-it, by fome ſuch reafons as theſe that fol- 
low. | 

Firſt, becauſe Aliar s were at firſt ordained by. 


God, andereced by men, for ſuch ſervices as cea-. 


ſed with the Pedagogie of the JoniihReligion.and 
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the ereffton of im Altar. 
char was chiefly for ficriflees, typifyingor fore 
Seconaly , becauſe. Chriftinſtirmivg theme- ,,_ 7? 
marialtof TademS:for RN CLntr Cineek, Renf6 Se 7 
made no uſe of an Altar ( as being after his depar- 
ture no more to be facrificed either typically-or 
really) burof 2 Table. Sodidthe Apoſtles and the ; 
Primitive: Church in the pureſt times, againſt ; 
whom fome:Heathens objeted, 2s wee finde in "2 
£ Afinatios. Felzxand' Or:igenthattlicy £f-Sadid FO obie, 25 Ms Ki 
had neirher Temyles, nor 4ltars, nor nucios Felix brings himinin his = 
Images; which placome muſt wader- Drtpe nodes, 0d 
ſand with himitarion.and difference + reth , contra Celſ./l, 3. Tous I 
ry rings png nd Þ- 794. : Y 
ad *phces appropriate to:Rehigious worſhip * 1 £97-11-2% 
(whichinow ab Temples, C ncheg; Chas Hs re 
pels)! though noralwayes ſo publick,that the Hea- 
tbtws:could/know them,zor atiany time ſuch, asthey 
coleined.: (for they:took a Temple fora place 
wherein a Demon was:ineloſed, as they belecved;) 
nrer;fuch as Bellarmine fanfied, when hee defineda , |, 
Terphito be: *nathing elſe but the plave of an Altar, Mota 
Vee: muſt take. i they inthe Teſtimony fore- run. ; 
Alledged, thata Temple was not fimply-denied to 
the Chriftiavs iathoſcancient times, but a Tem- 
ple under ſbch a,pazticularfenſe apd notion as bath 
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| tbeene noted.- ; 
| - } Pan for 4itzreand Images(ma literal! arid pro- 
| peracception)their ovigioalttanduſe (for Chriſti 
| anChuxches)/are tobereferred ro:younger times, 
Ana: tor Ator-(which/forthe- ' APPEX 
£38; @ 31s » G 3. G () Tie 1 MPA DS ” well; 


w/ 7Þ 


4 34.48 
» 4 


” X Sc" hs Kol : Oy ds IS 
oy ORE. ? Lv; hr iP Oe? STS mn ' "97," 5 8 
Ia on 4 ay Fay >» oo uot ak <5 
E? E. "- 1 = 


tines B63 


A Letter agatn/# 


w- 2g - withBi ſhops Iepell, that —_ up of them 
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£» tewell isa Noveltie in our Evangelicall Religion; where- 
4 nick te 4- as Communion Tables are ancient, and have 
=: 112244 beenc uſcd from the firſt inſtitution of the Sacra- 
© ment. )-43 
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Is - \Some Papiſts ſay the contrary, upon confidence 
. "S kh Inepri ſunt qui hinc Aſcaris of that of the A tle 9 Heb.13.10. 
13 - vera vel lignea, in Templis We haue an Altar.&c. But that,as ÞPa- 
ED Panorem FFquiunte Par. 7£45 ſhewerh, is a fooliſh proofe, and 
12-10. Þ.5S0. . JP —_ . 
#3 ts od —_ yer; — It feemeth by i Bellarmixe , that him- 


quia non defunt ex Catholicis felfe 6 and other Papiſts of good 2C- 


=. - quics boco per Alare intelli- . - 1 
gunt crucem, aut ipſum Chri. pond oge EEE 0 Aer k A 
| Mum, non yrgeo. Bel. de miſſe {###45 one)t ught little betterof 
6. -23 u}- han Fi <A t,and therefore, he profefleth rot to 
| Per Alcare ignificatur Chri- CE RE 
lus, de quo dicitApoſtolus, = purpoſe: yet hec holds 
Meb.ult, Aquin. part, 3. 98+ 83 Altars to be very ancient, and pleads 
art 3 4 ; * - . 4 
' 1 Bell:r deverb.Deinonſcriptl 4, for their —_— > gry rt _—_ 
| .22.,70mx-9.8340.x.int. 8ICK (as hee calls him) who accuſe 


m Ni fallor aliguoticenurias them Qf Novelty) by an)! Iofcriprtion 


annorum anteilludicmpus : . ! 
dixerat Herericus Adbaria tn- mm an old Altar by but how old the date 


cepiſfe. Ibid. - of it was, ® he could nottell. " Brerely 
n- 8rere/yof the Moſſe, Traft 1. gut of Pretorius refers the originall of 


hr 06 a6 86-6 et Attars ww. Chriſtians, for the Au- 
| thor, to Sixtus theſecond ;' and forthe age, tothe 


yeare 362, then, faid hee, did S:xtws the ſecond 

abrogate Tables , bitherto in uſe , and ſet up Ak 

Bars. [3h 
.» Butit isnot probable, that fo gooda man, and a 
Martyr, as he was, having bur a ſhort and a trou- 
blefome timeof his Biſhoprick (which laſtednot 
Jull three yeeres)' would be Author of fuch an al- 
teration and defeRion from the forme and uſe of 


We —— — 


— 


= 4 
>... & Fn IE ; 
PE 7 RS bn ages 
+ -_ pot "'F PS y $ 


* % '- oo _— oe” I-17 "0 th 2 & PLE . uw i % 
LS. WOW 2% RD ICINEY > Op If" OO 4 - Oe , 
Cn, I 3 Hs af gen: *y $4 v br heh 8 £124 Rds = Ik s o 2% Ry > a6 REES on 3.0 
< - 55 28 33> thc $5Y RD? ns ds er OS 
£3 SOS w 
_w 


OS IETIOTS 


"ie Fs an » Hr. 


' the Primitive.Church co bistimez and thar- FY 
was not fo cither ordained., or notiſo received by 
the Churches, will be manifeſt by the anſwer 
to Bellermenes teſtimonies for the anti of 
A{tzrs, out of ancient Aurhors ; of which he ſaith 
firſt ingenerall , * There ts ſcarce any of rhem 
which makes not mention of the Altar ; ma 


o Nullus 


————— Sainrs. Andin his booke of the 47 = A 

| p Maſſe he addeth, Cyprian, Gregorie Nazianzen, 30% £ 
, -andGregory Nyſſen, Chryſoftome and Ambroſe. & Miſe Tow | 

Bur of theſe, ſome be ſuppoſitious proofes, as 7-33? *%-* 

that out of the Canonsof the Apolitles, and Dis 

ay. Areopagita - ſore t legitimate , as 76- 

ftrne, Trexaus, Tertullian, and Cyprian, aſbeit they 

ſpeake of Altars (as Tertullian de pevitentiaohere 4 

be obſerveth9 kneeling at the Altar as a part ofthe q Aris. Deknd i 


Penicents practice) we muſt not u nd them geniculari,. -1 "a 
| butof Communion Tables, not of Altars - in a Teal epanl 4 
proper 2Ccception. «4 


And rhough «Belarmine would ſhift off the fore- = Be! d: iſe, 
cired ſaying of Minutiz« Felix,by pretence of the og 16 Pg3> 
privacie of the Chriſtian profeſſion”, as though 3% 
they had Altars, bur yrivate ely, out of rhe fight of ; = 
the Hearhens- yet it isplaift by Origen, who flou- > I 
riſhed not long before Arnutas, in his anſwer to Vee: 
Celſis » "That the Chriſtians Þ Pro Aris nobis efſe mentem fame 
had neither Alters , nor Ima- ex qui furſun feruntur , vite ac 


: bikrer ſuayeclentis ffrap reces. . pura 
: For Altars which be conſciencia. O32 contre C 
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4 Letter againſt | "So 
he, our minde ſerves turne, from which are ſent up the 4 | 
ſweet incenſe of prayers , out of 4 pure conſcience, | 
Since Chriſtians had Yemples, the Authors thar 
mention 4lters,are Optatus, Ambroſe, Athanaſius,the 
two Gregories, Chryſoftome, Hrierom, and Auguſtine, 
They are to be underſtood, not of an Altar pro- 
perly, but of a communion Table, as may appeare 
by * Optatus, ® Euſebius, and 
x Auguſtene : which, as for the 
matter of jt, itwas not made of 
ſtone, but of wood; ſo, for 
the ſite of it, it was not ſet in 
the end of the Chancell, bar ; 
inthe middle, at leaſt fo as it 
might be removed, and fo placedat the Commu- 
nion, that the people might come - round about it, 
_ 2 3. Fae as Biſhop 7 Jewel obſerveth againſt DoQor Her- 
5545, ding, and * Biſhop Morton in his late learnedbook 
z B. Morten of of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. | 
= — "7p cm And though Belarmz:ze brag of the antiquity of 
*  ®*. Altars, yet (as ſecretly confefſing the ſeniority of 
woodden Tables before them ) he is faine to ſay, 
be inſiſts not in his diſputation upon the Altar of 


u Quis fidclium neſcitin peragendis wy- 
fcriis ipſa ligna linteamine cooperiri. Op- 
$at. adverſParmen.l.+.pag.1F6. : 
- w 9% Oupales Thy pmplus &@} Tparsns. 
Exſeb.lib x.O emonſir Evargel. 
'x Lignis Alcaris cjuidem effrattis ime 
manirer cecidciunc, &c,  Augep.5o. BY- 
* _ if. Tom.2.p4ge248. 


FF: y 8. Jexel in 


2 Non diſpuramus de Aſtari 
lapideo, ſed id : mne: vocamus 
Alcare , uv1 recipitur victima 
per yerba conſecrationis effe. 
Qa. Bel.de Miſſa, lib.1, cap.27. 
Tom.3.0.34 1+ 


Þ Altaria Japidea, vel lignea, 
m Templis Ciriſtianorum re- 
guirunt. Pare is Ep. ad Heb, 
F-xZoVE7.,10-þ.5 54. 
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Pp . &* & v 


a Stone, but calls that (whatſoever ir | 
be). an Altar whereon the Sacrifice 
(ſuch as he and others, beleeving the 
myſterie of iniquity, doe imagine ) is 
made by the words of conſecration. 
Andas I doubt not but a Table may 
be made of ſtone, ſoan Altar may be | 


made of » wood (and for that there 
wasa particularorc ApRLagE. 
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that it ſhould be made of Shittim wood, overlayd with 
braſſe; ) and it may be moveable too, as a Table, _ 
yea, as a Trencher, though irbe of ſtone. Forthe 
Papiſts have their < portable 4/:ar5,made of a piece 
of a ſlate ſtone, light and little , for cot ious 
carriage from place to place,as they pleaſe.But the 
Altars which givethe ſtrongeſt ſupport to their ſu- 
perſtition,are tonie & fixed fabricks,which when- 
ſoever they began (forthe time isuncertaine ) are 4 29477 ra: 
moſt in uſe in the Popiſh Churches, and required :.,.c 7.zv.:8. 
as neceſſary by Popiſh DoRQors to be of ſtone 7-35-b- 
(elſe « they may nor be conſecrated) as ſignifying _ ,,.,, 12 
Chriſt the Rock, and his reſting in a ſtony Sepul- 4u.z; arc.3.ads | 
chre : and for the upper part of it, it muſt beof , 
one intire ſtone. - All this is the determination of ,s i» th.ded m— 
c Aquinas , to whoſe writings i Pope [xnocent res ng 
gave the firſt place, after the Canon of the Scrip- 7.4; pram, © 
rure. \ AW, 1569. W 
Againſt theſe our third Reaſon may be; the dan-. Reaſon 3, 
ger of depravation, and corruption of the dodrine 2 
of the Church, by changing the Chriſtian Sacra- 
ment into a Popiſh Sacrifice: for fromliterall and 
reall 4ltars ( properly ſo called) Bellarmrne and 
Brerely inferre alitterall anda reall Sacrifice. The 
name of ar _ in Greeke and Hebrew ( ſaith 
e Belarmine ) doth intimate Tu” ; 
4 S acrifice. Item, h Altars f oins "—_ ———y moan : Tens 
are not uſed 10 be ME , but $043. FRO dameandr® Fo ; ME w_ 
for Sacr; ce, proper fo __Y - ' I uct op > Nifh ef 
led. yak 4 on ha) i Al- Pg e dit 5 £64 Miſſa I 
zars properly taken are not ſet | Alereproprieciftum, non erigiaur, nifi ad) 
wp fas PRs A proper hl hy ow "g proprie ATi 0 Bela Abd box te 
| _* 0 taken, 


4 
"S248. 5 
- ELK 


Ud7 «6<13-P-397" 6 c 


EK, 


MY Eh 
WE fo Ems 7 — 
23, tet HAAS pt) 

* - 


== I taken. Andag again, Hlbars ave meſh 6 | 
© Lxcn6 p33 © widext fimnes of a Sacrifice prong. 
"1. grerely of the Meſſt> Txc@.2. called. | Alars and Sactifices inferre- 
_ Þ64,65. Ther axe autthey, _ Brerely. | 
| make the like inference (T | 
© m Jelb.x. de the name. Preoft, as we may ſeeby A > who.. 
| cer: 27- makes thatticle one of his 0 _—_— to prove. hts-. 
y Sacrifice z but not with like advantage, as they ar- 
gue, fromthe 4/tar- for the one is offered but to 
theeare,the other to the eye : and we ſee by expe-. 
|. . . . Tience, thatthe Poet ſpake likea Prophet her he he 
7 Sag ſaid, n that ihe. objefts of the eare are more weake in. 
| demillaperau- theer marking, than thoſe of the eye: the one is but 2 
nam. quz "Ian Ward, the other. is a permanent worke;. 
fancoculis ſub., the ane isproperly.a n 4kas, the other noteth not 
| je8> fidelibus properly a Pricit, in.the Evangeticall Church, 
nh. | Bug whav need wee be troubled at the confe- 
quence of a Sacrificeupon an Altar , when by Sz- 
cnfice we may undesftand that whiely is Orthodox. 
tn ſenſe. and- not unpwonted: for ufe in the true 
Church of God? For, 2smany of the Ancients. | 
ufe the word: Altur, fo doerhey the word Sacrifice 
alſo... 3 You, and ſome. of — —_ beſt 
red Papiſts,pivea interpretation EX : 
ks Maſter jy the their | 
licall DoQor ( thetwo moſt enpane Rddienta It 
the Romiſh Church) who ſay * Ir is. 


Queritur 6 quod Sacerd: 
= edics nw warren therefore called a Sacrifice, becauſe 


tevirer dici poteſt vocai Sacrifi- jt is the memoriall and repreſentati-. 


Gneaiovet Salk, > 52 Oonof the true Sacrifice of: the Alter 


olacionis faftzinara Crucis, Of the Croſle;. Or (as Bellarmine - 
P.tumb 35.4. 0if. __ 1+ himſelfe adgethyasthe joint conſent - 
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the ereBlion of an Altar. 


of Lombard, Aquinas, and other Schoolemen) 
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y becauſe it hath the Hike cfſe@twith 2 true and re- p Velauia has) 
alhfacrificingof Chrift, \ ©  fGmilerncum- 
Eran 

w difputing Papiſts ( ally fince the 7-9 
Trent Coney) hee once foundly of'the Per F245, 
Sacrament,astO rake it for a Sacrifice in that ſenſe z, 7-331-6atr.. 
and for Bellarmire, he ſheweshis diſlike of ir,and- x. 
pleads with all his power foran A#ar , and Sacri-- 
fice properly taken. 

Secondly, For the wlgarPapifts, theirfaith is. 
of the ſtamp of their Teachers tenet, whoare (as. 
I Aquinas out of Gregory cOmpares ———_— q Aquin ſecure. 
2s the Ales in 795, to the Oxen feeding befides 77/nc:t2- » 
them, the people adhering ro:them with 2n impli- 1 5:14... 
care faith, asgrofl6 i beleeving, as their Doors .” CenDo-- 2 
are falſe in teaching of untruch; andfo- The Sop- (om ono.» 
per of the Lord, by a moſt pernicious errour (23 Beza diciczyir Al 
ROTeS-it.} 29 changed imo the Sacrament of the Alter, AriSSactsn | 
the Sacrament of the: Aldav iuto-a Sacrifice,a figurative —_ Sacks 
tbo. a reall and. expiatory- Sacrifice, And ( which is ficiun rcale,& | 
more in it ſelfe, and more to us,as being of greater 24m expia- - 
authorxy in our Chareh) in the\ Articles of Re- pitnanfmarad * 
gion, to which we ſubſcribe, there igone thar- 72: Painep.e: 
faith, The Sacriſzce of the AMaſſe: wherein P2piſts 2 An 
ſay (which, as hate * Gloffer-, j,.c6,, i LS 
on rhem achnowledgert, in Kingman 7 NEG: Cote 
their common opinion.) thet 249p97, 5:Pau! Rarrs-calls him, ip his: ., 
the Prieſts offer "> Chef forre.- br par apo poco,” 3 
mefv10n of guilt and paine, for artic.rr-pug 315. © or 
the quick andthe dead, is a-blaſphemnss figment,” aud 
pernicious: impoſtnre, . _ 
B: 3 I | 
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A Letter again To 


"Reaſon 4 My fourth Reaſon againſt Alters is this ; The 

: Papiſts Sacrament of the Altar, or Sacrifice of the 

Maſle, on an Altar, hath beene the Altar anwhich 

they have ſacrificed many a Proteſtant, becauſe 

u King James They would notbeleeve the doftrine of the Cake- 

in his defence INCarnation (as * King ſames called it) which is fo 

| - -x4s 1 bY ſenſelefle a conceir,thart inthat diſpute(as the moſt 

94 learned Lord Primate of Armagh hath complain- 

| - ed) weare put to prove that bread is bread, and wine 

ups hy is wine; a matter (one would think) that eaſily might 
challenge,v.45 be determined by common ſenſe : and therefore (ſaith 
he) becauſe we have to deale with men, that will needs 
berein be ſenſeleſſe, we will referre them to Tertullians 
diſcom ſe of the frue ſenſes, wiſhing they might be reſto- 
red to their fiyewits agatne, And yet they did,like 
the childrenof this world (wiſely in their genera- 
tion) to bring themto the triall of Tranſubſtanria- 
tion, and adoration of the breaden God: for they 
that would ſwallow ſuch groſle abſurdities, it was 
not like they would make ſcruple of any point, ei- 
ther of opinion, or of practice in the Popiſh Re- 
ligion. 

Reaſons, Fiſthly, As ſuch Alters and Idolatrous errours, 
have beene (for the moſt part ) married together 
in the Popiſh Church ; ſo they that have ( 1a the 
dayes of reformation ) aboliſhed the one, have 
demoliſhed the other: as in the dayes of King 

: Edward the fixt. 

x Fol.110b Forthough in the firſt Communion Book (that 

fil.114b was publiſhedby his autbority a»z0 1549.) there 


fol. 115 b 
"16 fo be * frequent mentionof an Altar,and but once of 


fol.120b fol.x:8a of the Communion book vrinted by Edward Thitchurch,1 549. 
7 po 4. yo -. | 
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the erefion of an Altar. 


2 7 Boardor Table (and then it may be there, were 


more Alters than Communion Tables in the 
Churches of the Kingdome) yet afterward, in the 
yeere following (viz, z 1550.) he gave order for 
the taking downe of Alters,and reſtoring of Com- 
munion Tables, according to the farſt inſtitution 
andpradice of the Primitive Church. And inthe 


ſecond Communion book ( confirmed by A&tof 


Parliament) in the fifth and ſixth of hisreigne,we 
finde *conſtant mention of a Communion Table, 
with Þ appointment, that it be placed in the bod 
of the Church,or in the Chancell,the Prieſt ſtand- 
ing on the North fide, 
With this agreeth the <Communion book fet 
forth in the fi rk yeere of Queene El:zabethsreign, 
and thoſe Conſtitutions which were made in her 
time: as in the booke of «4 Canons, publiſhed in. 
the yeere 1571. the Church-wardens are charged 
to ſee, that there be a faire joyned Table , which 
may ſerve for Adminiſtration of the boly Com- 
munion; And the Bookes of feverall Editions, 
bath in hestime, and in the reigne of King /ames, 
and our Soveraigne tbat now is,doe all agreewith 
that Conftitution ( which we have obferved <be- 
fore) both for the Tables placing in the Church, 
and the Prieſts ſtanding at the Table. And the Ca- 
nons of 1603 (with good conformityto the former 
rules)ordain thus: 'wheres we have 20 doubt,but that 
in all Churches (of the Realm of Exgland)conventent 
and decent Tables are provided , we appoint that the 
ſame T ables ſhall from teme to timg be kept and repaired 
£1 ſufficient and ſeemely manner, and cayered intim 
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a King Ed- 
wards lecond 
GCcmmunion + 
Pook. printed * 
by Edward 
Whitchurch, 
1552 fol.gz . & 
15). & 115... 
b Ibid. fol.93. 
c Fol.1u4. of +] 
che Communis © * 
02 book of Q. - 
Elizabethgprins-” 
tied 1559 by 4; 
C ard Grafton. , = 
d The Booke © 
of Cancnsin © 
Qu. El-yueths. 
rime, p1g.28. © 
printed 1572. 
e Tne end of 
the Rubrick,at 
the beginning 
of the Com- 
munion,in all 
Fdicions. | 
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of drume ſervice, with aCarper of filie , or other de- 
cent ſinfje, awd with a farre linzer cloth, at the time of 
minefiration,as becommeth that Table, axd ſo flaxd, 
ſeving when the holy Communion is adminiſfired, at 
which tzme the ſame ſhall be placed in ſo good ſort 
(within the Charch or Chaxcell) us thereby the Ming- 
fter may be more coxrvententhy beard of the Communt- 
carts, 1n his prayer and adminiftration , andthe Com. 
municants alſo more conveneently, and in more nium- 
ber,nnay communicate with the ſaid Minifter, 

And if we take our proſpe& from the prefent 
State of our Church, as a the guidance of my 
Lord of Canterburiethat now is, and thence ſook 

forward towards the future , wee may have good 

hope (though Altars be nadeof ſtone,and Tables 
but of wood) that the neweſt of thoſe ſhall crum. 

ble into duſt,and be troden under feet, while theſe 

ſhall tandup as perpetuall monuments of the Pri- 

-mitive Inſtirutions of the bleſſed Sacrament, For 

the firſt of the Articles of his Viſitation (which 
as Sir Nathanael Brent his Viſitor and Vicar pe- 

- nerall ſaid in an Afﬀembly of the Clergy, were 

with -eſpeciall diligence diQated or penned by 
him) it is made achife part of the Church-war- 
denscare, that Communion Tables ſhall be provi- 

dedin all their Churches , and they fo placed, as 
may be of moſt uſe and edification. His words 
.aretheſe. 

whether have you 1# your ſeverall Churches, and 
Chappels , tbe whole Bible of the largeft volume, the 
Book of Common Prayer (both fairely and ſubſtantial- . 
ty bound) a Font of floxe ſet vp in the ancient uſuall 
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place, 4 convenient and decent Communion Table, with 
s Carpet of ſilke, or ſome other decent ſtuffe; continu« 
ally laid upon the ſame, at the time of divine ſervice, 
anda faire linnes cloth thereon at the time of the re- 
cerving of the holy Communion? and whether is the 


ſame Table-placed in ſuch convenient ſort, (within the 


Chancell or Church) as that the Mtnifter may be beft 
heard ini his prayer, and adminiſtration, and that the 
greateft number may communicate # | 
Sixthly; from hence we may now exceptagainſt 
ſuch new Altars, as Schiſmaticall Novelties. 
Xoveltzes in reſpe@ of the firſt founded Churches, 
which were before Popery was planted z and »e- 
welrzes againe, in refpeQtof the State of the chief 


e 


Reaſon 6. 


reformed Churches, fince it was ſupplanted: as . 


for ours of Erglaxd, from the yeere 15 50.(untill 
this preſent) Alters (by the moſt authentick Can- 
fliturions, and conſtant cuſtome of our Church) 
have ſtood excommmwnicated, and Tables of wood 
authorized in their ſtead. And 8chiſmatzicall, be- 
cauſe the Canon takes it for certaine and undoubt- 
ed, that there be decent and convenient Tables 
provided in all the Churches of the Realme of 
Euglend : and if that (which your Lordſhip hath 
ſer up) bean Altar (and I know not by what more 
proper name to call it) there is 8chiſme upon 
Schifme, a divifionfrom the general , and a ſub- 
diviſton mn our particular Church: for in the 
Cuire there is a Table of wood , andabovethar, 
* upper cad of the old Conſtſtorie, an Alter 
Ne. . is 
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' Seventhly, hereby Papiſts are emboldened;" and* Reaſon 7. 
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8 At Our ficſt entry ro this Crowne and 
Kingdome We were informed,and that too 
eruly , that our County of. Lancaſhire a- 
bounded more in Popiſh Recuſants, than 
any County of England , and thus. hath 
SU continued, ro our great regreat. So n 
His Maieſties Declaration of lawfull ſports, 
2-3-printed 1618, 3n the later edition of it, 
þ-6. printed 1633. | 


Reaſon 8, 


take heart, and hope to fee their ſuperſtition re 
ſtored again,as I have heard by divers ; and he thas 
was my firſt Informer of the ereQion of an Altar, 
when I denied it ( as before I have ſaid) replied 
preſently (with a confident jollity) Nay, you well al 
of you came to ws , ar to it, atthe length, And ſome 
others faid, The Bijbop is wiſe, and hath good intel.- 
ligence how things are like to gae , and he prudently 
applyeth himſelfe ra the times, and aFeth his. part ac« 
eordingly.. And I doubt not but much more, and 
ſomewhat worſe hath beene ſaid than I have heard, 
which if it came to your Lordſhips eare (at the 
firſt hand) would happily induce your Lordſhip. 
to beleeve, that there is more need of double reins 
to keep men back, than of a goad or ſpur toprick 


men forward to the profeſſion. of Popery, eſpeci- 


ally in your Dioceſſe ; of a great part whereof 
out our £ Soveraigne thatlate was, 
was.informed ( and that too. 
truly ) that it abounded. more 
with Popiſh Recuſants , than, 
any County of Ergland. His. 
Majeſtie had heard of ſome 
amendment then, but nowthe 
.._ report goes, that ſome goe 
back, and thoſe men of ſome eminent note,which 
may be better knowne unto your ſelfe than tome z 
yet I have heard their Names, and can name mine: 
Author for diversof them... 

Eightbly, To another fart of men, who{by way 
of gratitude for your great moderation towar 


them: ) have held is. their duty to prefent their 
week. 5 . . o” ; >” A : 
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heartydevotions to Almighty God, for your long 
and comfortable continuance among us, this Altar 


graduate from a Court toa Church) willbe a rock 
of offence, and make them as ſtiffe againſt knee- 
ling at the Sacrament, as any of their Adverſaries 
flexible or pliable to bow to an Altar. 

We have hitherto told them, that we are cleere 
from all —_— of Popiſh adoration, fince ( in 
the k Articles of our Religion) ic is expreſly ſaid, 
that the Sacrament of the Loras Supper was not by 
Chriſts oratuance tobe reſerved , carried about, lifted 
«p,or worſhopged : and that for the avoiding of ſu- 
perſtition, it was ordained by the Church in King 
Edwards dayes , That no iwafer cake, but common 
bread, without any ' print, ſhould be uſed inthe adAt- 
nitration of the Sacrament. And in theRubrick of 
all our Communion books ſirce his time, the like 
caution is ſet downe in theſe words : Azd to take 
away the ſuperſtition that any perſon hath, or might 
have,in the bread and wine, it ſhall ſuffice, that the 
bread be ſach as is uſuall to bee eaten at the Table 
with other meats. | 

Bur if 41:ars be ſet up , they willbe more ſtiffe 
in ftanding out againſt conformity in geſture , at 
the Sacrament, and we thatare conformable, ; ſhall 
be lefſe ſtrong to conteſt with them in that parti- 
cular,at leaſt we ſhalldo it with leſſe hope of good 
ſuccefle, and more diſadvantage, by their greater 
jealoufie , and deeper prejudice of our perſwaſti- 
Ons, wherein in former times ( as your Lordſhip 
knowes)ourlabqur hath not begt.jn vainbeR | 
ondivers of them. "7-1 IN 
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A Letter againſt 

And is there, or can there be any thing in that 
heapof ſtones, which may ſerveto repaire the ry» 
ines which an Altar may make? If Altars had been 
needfull, the firſtand pureſt Churches would nor 
have wanted them, if they had beere lawfull , or 
uſefull ,_ the zeale of the beſt reformed Churches 
would not have beene ſo ſet againſt them, fo hor, 
and ſo long : ſohot,asto pull them downe,fo long, 
as all this while before noted , to keep them down 
below the footſtoole of the Lords Table : and for 
a thing which they accounted naught, or-needleſle, 
or both, ro make alteration, and give offence, the 
prudence (not the piety onely) of precedent ages 
hath not approved. 

And how needlefſe a thing was this ( toſay no 
worſe) when({if it had not beene done at all) none 
would ever have required a reaſon of the omiſſion 
of it; bur being done, very many (though you heare 
chem not) make queſtionof it, nay, make no que- 
ſtionto cenſure and condemne it ; and few there are 
that can givea good interpretation of it, or make 2 
probable Apologie for it , for ought I have yet 
heard, or of my ſelfe can yet conceive. Eſpecially 
Reaſon 9. ſince that(which ſhall be my laſt reaſonagainſt this 
ereaion)if itbean Alrer{for yet I ſay notthat it is ſo) 
it is reſolved by wiſe men,thatirt is notinthe power 
of a particular Biſhop (without warrant from the 
King, or his Councell underhim)either to ſer up, 
or to pulldown Altarsz which 1 therather belceve, 
becauſe in King Edwards dayes (when chey were to 
: be depoſed, and Communion Tables fer up for the 

] Fox Martyre!. ſervice of the Sacrament ) Letters iathe Kinpy 
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name (ſubſcribed with the conſent of nine Privie 
Counſfellors)werediretedio Biſhop Rraleyto that 
purpoſe, with confiderations of reaſon for theirre- 
movall, that it mightbe effeed without , or with 
as little offence as poflible might be. J 

. Inthisdiſcourſe of mine, my Lord, 1a ra- 
ther againſtthat dull and dumb text of the'handy- 
crafts man, withthe over quick conceitsand cra 
comments (which Popiſhly affe&ted perſons have 
ſet upon it) than againſt your intentions, in either 
appointment or permiſſion of it, becauſe yet I 
know not what they are. 

And Iwill not preſume to determine any thing - 
withoutdireQion from your Lordſhip;l know you 
will not ſay,as theTribes of Reubez,or Gad and halfe 
Tribeof Afazaſſeh did, indefence of. their Altar, 
when the other Tribes, ſuſpeQing a Schiſme, pre- 
pou to fight with them, that ir is not an Altar for 

urnt offerings or ſacrifice,but for a witneſſe of u- 
niformity in Retigion with them that have them, 
and ſoplead for them, as I have ſhewed, 

Fora man may ſoonereatup an Altar of ftone, 
though it were as big as'2 Church, thanrecodcile 
our Churchand the Romilh together, whatſoever 
the quirking Scotiſt Damport;, maskedunder the 
title of Franciſcus 4 ſanFaClarehath deviſed;orthe 
flouriſhing Poet: (whoſe. wit, ourbraverh *his  *' © 
m name) hath lately fancied, touchingthe union in m 7 ithers Em- 
Religion. I beleeve Biſhop ® Hell who hath pro- yr 6. his 
ved the repugnances irreconcilable -/ oB.Halltgs 
Howſoever, you may perhaps conceive it 'tO be K0.irrecrualiah. 
of fomeuſe untoyou , toclearg/ you fromallim- | 
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putationof Puritaniſme,which fome have (as you 
ſay, and thoſe that well know you,may-ſweare)very 
undeſervedly put up againſt you: and forthat pur- 
poſe perhaps you raiſed it up,to ſupport your Epi- 
ſcopall reputation againſt that reproach. 

Your learned and worthy Predeceſſour, Bi- 
ſhop Morton, had the fame lot, for hee wasaccu- 
ſed (ro King /ames ) as a favourer of Puritanes ; 
but he cleared himſelfe, firſt by a Letter to his Ma- 
jeſtie, and afterwards by a Book,not by an 4l:ar,or 
any alreftation which might incline towards con- 
formity to the oppolite ſide ; and bath ſince ſhew- 
ed himſelfe a vigilant watchman,and a courageous 
Champion for Chriſt and his Church, againſt the 
whole hoſt of ſacrificing Shavelings. 

 Norwill it ſuffice with ſome,to purge you from 
allappearance of Puriraniſme, though you ſhould 


' ſet up the Maſle,withevery trifle and tittle thatbe- 
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longs unto it; for there were Biſhops in the Coun- 
cell of Trent, who were ſo farre 9Papiſts, and a 
great deale further, and yet had the name of Pauri- 
tanes put upon them ; and which may.be more for 
any ſubje&s credit and comfort, againſt the con- 
tempt of that reproach (when they doe not deſerve 
it) King Iames himſelf (though he was che greateſt 
enemy of ſuch as were truly worthy of thattitle) 
was (by ſome Papilſts) termed a Puritane, and that 
ſorigid, as10 be an enemy to Proteſtants. 

Thus farre, my Lord, Fhave madebold to repre- 
ſent unto you,what(in my cenceit) doth much con- 
cerne you to conſider ; and for the uſe you will 
make of it, I muſt recommend it to God,and your 
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owneconfcience. It may be fome ( if they knew 


preſumedtoo much upon your Lordſhips patience 
and lenity, To ſuch I can ſaythus much for my | 
ſelfe, that 9 4qu:#as hath reſolved , an raferiour q Fenenny 4 
Clerke may ſometimes admeniſh a Prelate ;.yea; and tais correpti- | 
is bound unto it, with this proviſo, that it be done onePrelatos | 
with reverence and maxſuetude , and that the greateſt (\".1onare. | 
Prelates m_ world _ beene ſometimes freely & man{uerudi |f 
reprehen y their inferiours; as Pope Eugertus 2<,admonere. 
he third, by Bernard, Pope Paal the Tout, by a —- 
private perſon in Kome, and Pope Pzus the fifth, by 4.corclu/... 
Peter Soto ( a Friar ) ſwhowrote Lettersto him, | P09" 3:4 
wherein he admoniſhed him freely, to take order 5 no velsre- 
that Biſhops, andother inferiour Paſtors, might proofe: c:x3. 
be compelled to keep refidence with their char- /j7!* 
ges, andthreatned himwith utter damnation,in the 
judgement of God, unleſſe he did ſo. | 

But there will be noneed of ſuch vigorous words, 
your Lordſhips ready difpoſition to condeſcend to 
the ſway of religious reaſon, would make it un- 
mannerly malapertneſle inme, if I ſhould (eſpeci- 
ally in ſuch an ambiguous cafe wherein I knownor - 
how farre your Lordſhip is engaged) uſe the fer- 
vency of the Friar to-you , who never uſed any 
Popelike pervetſneſſe or frowardneſſe to me. 

I ſee my felfe inlarged beyond the limits of a 

Letter, which if you take to bea faulr, rake it 
alfo for my puniſhment: for I had never leſle lei- 
fure to be over long in my writing , than at this 
time ; yet I cannot forbeare to adde further , the 
proofeof my hearty deſire, to bave'youdeeply 
_ - © . 
| = ..  indeared 
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indeared in the favour of him whom the Apoſtle 
calleth (wr it«xw) the Brſbop of Soles, 1 Pet.2.25, 
at whoſe V ifitation (which though it come nor in 
haſte, will be ſureand ſevere) I wiſh you may give 
a good account of yourgreat charge , and rhat in 
the meane time you may rather grow., than abate 
in the reverend regard of all good men, which will 
either notbe had , or notheld, if it begin not at- 
God; nor will God vouchſafe to favour or honour 
any in ſuch ſort,who ſects not an high price on every 
peece Or part of Religion, to ſecureand preſerve it 
fromall impeachment. For. ( as the *Orator ob- 
ſerved) it is 20 better than abandoned , if it be not 
every way, and entirely maintained: and in this, ſo. 
farre as your Lordſhip is interefled more than os, 
thers, ſo much more acceptable(I hope) will mine 
advertiſements of it be unto you. If otherwiſe, I 
ſhould finde offence in ſteadof favour (which my 
long experierce of your benignity forbids me to 
feare) I ſhallbe ſo farre from repenting me of my 
plaine dealing with you, that (if I know mine own 
heart) I think I ſhould rather offer my ſelfe as a Sa» 
crifice On an Alter, than leave any part of my duty 
ro God or your Lordſhip {of fo great moment as 
this is) unperformed. Andfol reſt 


From Budworth 
Tue 2 9g my « 63 Jo 


Your Lordſhips inall affect ionare 
and humb/e obſeryance,' 


Joun Ley. 


Tothe precedent Letter, for further 


ſatisfaction to the Reader. touching the 
publication of it , and ſome other 
points of moment that ap- 
pertain untO it. 


E He Letter it felfe hath ſhewed upon 
© © what occaſion it was written , and 


my © comming to Loxdon, I was cre- © Which was 
d, that a copy of it was brought hi- 75 of this 


y cer current, 


ther(by what means I know not) prepared for the ;;;0. 


further ſatisfaction, than the Letter it ſelfe (if it 
ſhould 
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ſhould come alone) could bringunto him : which 
I ſhall ſort under theſe ſeverall beads. . | 

I. The Biſhops Anſwer returned unto my Letter, 

2. Thelate verſes written as an Elegy upon the pul. 
ling downe of that ſtone-work againſt which my Letter 
w.15 direfted. 

3- Such diſcourſes as ſince have beene publiſhed in 
favour of Altars, and bowing towards them, though 
more for the name, than for the thing it ſelfe, * 

I. Forthe firſt Particular, what anſwer the Biſhop - 
returned tomy Letter when he had. read it. 

That being the anſwer not of his hand, but 
of his tongue , and that many yeeres fince [ 
would not take upon ime now to report it, without 
a new recourſe unto him}, to reQtfic remem- 
brance thereof , leſt (at ſuch a diſtance of time): 
I ſhould miſtake his words or meaning) and thexe- 
fore the laſt **week , having rold him. ( in effeR) 
what I have related (touching the publiſhing of 
this Letter) }defired him-to informe me what I 
ſhouli ſay (as from him)corcerning that offenſive 
firuure, which was commonly called and con- 
demned by. the name of an A/tar. This fail he, 

when I cauſed it to be ſet up , I proteſt I bad no 
thought of an Altar; and I meant it valy for avepo- 
ſtorie 10 the Preacher (intheuſe of a table) in that 
place ; which though it were ſomewhat neer the Qurre, 
was not uſed but as a Confiſtory Court, and where (uport 
removall of the ſeats to theweft end of the Cathedral!) 
the materralls (whereof it was made) were found rea- 
d&y for ſuch a parpoſe: but hearing great offence 
mas taken af it , I gave order for 1t to bee taken 
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dewne , which is done accordingh. 

Whereupon followeth the fecond Particular, 
concerning the late verſes , written as an Ironicall 
Elegy upon that occaſion, whereof the Title 1s 
this. 


A ſad complaint of the late ,x4ltar newly ereied and 
prepared for a new ſacrifice , by the Lord Brſbop of 
Cheſter, in the upper end of the Chancell of the Ca- 
thedrall Church of Cheſter, in the new intended 
Chappell there, newly pulled downe ( 4s it was high 


teme.) 


Then follow the verſes, whereof 1 will ſeleRt 
ſuch and ſo many as may beea convenient intro- 
duction to diſcover the difference betwixt the 
ground of truth, andthe deſcant of wit and fancic 
raiſed upon it : and they are theſe, 


1, who from thoſe faire banks of Tyber came, 

A ftranger here by nature and by name , 

1, whom the reverend Father here had placed, 

And with the name of Altar had me graced; 

1, in whoſe ſacred preſence all men know 

Every ſincere devoted knee did bow 

At their demure approaching : 

Am now become the objeR of all ſcorne, 

My members and materials rent and torne, 

Come holy Fathers of the Convocation, 

See and lament my wofull deſolation, | 

Come Deanes and Prebenas (in your ſurplice clad) 

From whoſe examples I much reverence bad. 
: S D 2 © 98; A 1 Loud 
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Loud Petty Canops come roare out your cryes, 
Aake up your Chorus, tn ſad Elegres, 

Por my departure, ftick not now 10 lend 

Your tears to mham you once your knees didbend, 
Come condutfts, Choriſters, andevery lad, 

Bel:h out your ſighes,and ſcreame as you were mad. 


[ like it well enough that as Elijah mocked the 
Prieſts of Baal, x. K-25 18.27.50 that all that ſer. 
up Attars for Idolatry, or that Superſtitiouſly bow 
untothem,ſhould have thierblind-devotion played 
upon, both in Proſe and verſe, and fo be ſacrificed 
toDeriſion,and therefore ſince | ſee che compoſer 
of this Poem ſheweth a great deal of zeale a- 
gainſt that, which my foul hateth aſwell as his, 
and from which my body is as. free as his can bee 
(for I neveryet bowed head or knee, eicher to 
or towards an Altar or holy table) I will not 
callir (as ſome would do) a 1:bell. But yer leaſt 
the reader ſhould ſuppoſe, that all this ſmoak ( or 
if any will call it a perfume , becauſe rhey re- 
ſent it with delight,l will not contend with them) 
hath the fire of biſtoricall truch ro produce and 
maintaine it : I conceave-it to be conſonant both 
to-good conſcience, and neceſfary diſcretion , to 
make a true, but. briefe report, in what place the 
Altar ſtood, and what reſpe& it had when it 
was ereced, 

The place was the fame which was formerly 
( for many yeeres ) uſed for the Conſiftory Courr, 
iris the utmoſt roome of the Cathedrall eaſtward, 
betwixt which and the Quire, there is an ee 
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diate ſpace (more large than it) which is imployed 
to. no- particular uſe , but lierh open for paſſage 
round about it. In this place ( for ought I can. 
learne ) there was never any exerciſe of Religion 
ſince the Churches reformation by Queene E/iza- 
beth: and here it ſtood ſo farre from all reſpe&of 
Adoration, that I verily beleeve ir never had ſo. 
much as one Cap or Congey from any one, un- 
lefſe perhaps ſome fimple Papiſt (fecing ir ſo 
neglected) in pure pitty rather than in piety, be- 
ftowed, as an almes, ſome part of his ſuperabun- 
dant Superſticion upon it; which yet I cannor- 
think was often done ( if done at all) becauſe rhe 
paſſage to it was uſually lockr up, except in time. 
of publick prayer and-ſermon : Nor- can I. ima- 
zine the Biſhop ever meant ( whatever other. 
meaning hee might have) that any one ſhould 
bow unto ir or ſuperſtitiouſly dire& their Adora- 
110n rowards It. 

And I cannot but conceive (at leaſt of ſich as 
have beene long and ſoundly rrained up in the 
truth of our Proteſtant Doctrine againſt the ab- 
ſurdity of Popiſh Tranſubftantiation) rhat their 
curious and conſtant homage towards the Altar 
(as too many phraſe it) hath more affinity wit. 
Hypocrifie than with Superſtition. 

They. that have obſerved ſome late unpleaſing 
paſſages ( betwixt the Biſhop and me) will mar- 
ve}l that I make this Apology for him, and I 
confeſle there is ſome cauſe to move them to it ;. 
but more.as 1 conceive, to move me to this. 

'T, For thar (for the moſt part of mine enter-- 
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courſe with him ) I have had more experience of 
favourable than of offenſive dealing from him, and 
if that which is beſt and moſt ſhould not more 
affe& me thn the contrary, I ſhould contradi 
at once both my naturall diſpoſition, and Chriſti- 
an profeſſion. 

2, For the lare difference betwixt us (which 
ſome may think I ſhould not eaſily digeft) I take 
it for a matter of too ſmall moment, to bee the 
root ofa ſetled miſconceit ; for it was but about 
the ſetting downe of a cypher without a figure 
( The choyce of a Clark for the Convocation 
at York,) ; 

And for that we were thus farre agreed, that hee 
was unwilling to be croſt in a ſecond choyce of 
me eſpecially having beene uſed to ſway the E- 
lection himſelfe, and it may be alſo pre-ingaged 
to ſome other ( who might have more minde and 
better leaſure thanT had, to ſpend time andto take 
-paines to little purpoſe ) and I was loath againe 
tO be deſigned the Clergies unprofirable ſervant 
in that kinde, wherein (unleſle I did overdoe the 
duty of my place ifſo I could doe anything and 
put a double task upon my ſelfe, by giving atten- 
dance by turnes on both Convocations) 1 might 
Luke 1g. 20. be ſure to returne my talent in a Napkin, with no 
more profit by it, than he that hath laboured for 
the wind, Eccleſ.5.16. 

3. The third and laft particular is concerning 
ſuch diſcourſes, as(ſince my Letter was pend)have 
beene publiſhed in print, in favour of A/ters and 
bowing towards them, though they ſay more a 
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the name, than for the thing it ſelfe ;; whereof, 
though much harh beene faid, 2 little may ſuffice 
to ſet us right in that point. 

For that, firſt I take itto be- a very good and 
ſafe rule of Religious worwip ( and eſpecially per- 
tinent to the ſtate of the Evangelicall Church ) 
which the Prophet Eſaydelivereth in theſe words; 
Iz that day ſhall a man look to bis maker, and his eyes. 
ſhall have reſpe# ta the holy one of Iſrael, and he ſhall 
r0t look 10 the Altars, the work of his hands, neither 
ſhalt hee reſpe# that which his fingers have made, 
Eſay 17. ver. 7, 8. 

Secondly, though ſome mens {lighting both of 
the Lords Table, and Temple, required a remedy 
to keepoff contempt, both fromthem andthe ex-- 
erciſes of Religion belonging to-them; and that 
uſually the manner of Reformers of irreligious er- 
rours, is to doe as Gardeners doe with crooked: 
twigs {which is to bend them as farre the contra-- 
ry way, not that rhey ſhould remaine crooked on 
either-hand, but that afterwards they might reſt in. 
a right conſiſtence ) yet there was great care to 
be taken in this caſe ( which ſome writers. for Al- 
tars ſeeme not to regard ſo much as they ought ): 
that the remedy of Prophaneſle might not be ſuch 
as might foment ſuperſtition, a fore which in 
ſome conſtitutions doth eaſily turne to the Gan- 
vreen of [dolatry, and is fo much the more dan- 
gerous, as there be the more ſubtle and fedulous. 

ts to infeQ-men with it; and as-they that are- 

moſt infeaed, will the leſfe acknowl their- 

owne diſeaſe, os be more unwilling to-admic _-_ 
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the meanes tO cure them of it : In this reſpeR I 
much feared that what ground was gotten in this 
way againſt the Prophane would bee eaſily turned 
to the.2advantage of ſuch as were Popiſh. 

Thirdly, bee it rhe Ancient Fathers as is al- 
leadged (by dwers who have written for Altars ) 
doe trequently-call the Communion Table by the 
name of Altar ( as they uſe the word Prieft and 
Levite, and other rcarms of conformity to the 
old Teſtament) yet if they were now alive againe, 
and obſerved how their language hath beene miſ- 
applyed to the promotion of Popery , they would 

of (Ibeleeve) no more approve of ſuch expreſſions, 
as formerly were frequent in their diſcourſes, then 
we do nowthink it fir to uſe the word Tyrant for 
* er/;9v7s a King, though anciently all Kings were called 
"ay ſo, even 7up:ter himſelfe, by © Homer and others, 
| when they meant to ſpeak very honourably of 
him, or to call our Biſhops Popes, which was 
a common title tothemall in former times, when 
the Biſhops of Rome were better men, thaa ſince 

they made it peculiar to themſelves. 

Fourthly , Though the formes of Speech, and 

Phraſes touching Alters and Geſtures, were ten- 
dred untous inthe name of the fathers (as in Altar 
treatiſes we finde them cited) ve 
ſo far back as to their times, for dire&tion in Reli- 
gion, but to moſt ( no doubr) the next precedent 
Age would be the Horizon of their holy ob- 
{crvation: for ir is the manner of moſt, both Pa- 
piſts, and other ignorant people, when they hear 
iy thing of the old religion, ro fancy none other 
E 
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thenthat of their Popiſh Anceſtors , which inre- 
lpe& of true venerable and orthodox Antiquity, is 
in noother ſence, - to be called the old Religion, 
then Almanacks out of date are called old Alma- 
nacks becauſe they have a precedency of time 
though far ſhort it old or Ancient , before that of 
the ycer current. 

Fifthly, Albeit it be lawfull, to call the Com- 
muniontable by the name ofan Altar ( for which 
terme there hath )been but too much ſtriving of late) 

et commonly to call it ſo (as ſome do) toput the 
ha title ' which is the Lords Table | out of uſe is 
not to be liked, much leſſke to bring it intodiſgrace : 
aS he would have done,who pleading for the name 
Alrar , againſt the Book called The holy table name 
ething,had a mind and meaning to call his anfiver 
tO it, Trapezuntias Vapulans 1. The table man bea- 
ten but upon better advice he bethought himſelf 
of a fitter tirle for his treatiſe, 

Sixthly, Since the Papiſts never, or very rarely 
uſe the word T able;but Aſtar both out of roo much 
devotion too it, and too great diſ-affetion ofus, & 
our Church, it would be convenient that we were 
(at leaſt ) more ſpareing in the uſe ofthe word 
Altar, and Generally more accuſtomed our ſelves 
to the name Table, the rather becauſe ſince we have 
ſeemed in tearmes,and ſome other wayes, to com= 
ply with them, more then in former times, they 
have multiplied in number and advanced in confi. 
dence: And it would become our humane Prudence 
and Proteftant zeal ( for tobe a Proteſtant is not to- 
be a lukewarme Laodiceanbut a fervent profeſſor 
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of ſound faith,and Religion) to cut ofall occafioris 
of their increaſe and encouragement,and that rhey 
mayabate in both, to do what lawfully we 'may for 
contraQting of their number , and correCting of 
their humour , and ſpirit, that ( notwithſtanding 
their deſires and defignes) we may till be happy in 
a—conſtant enjoyment of truth,and peace. 

Laſtly Comparing what 1 have written in the 
precedent letter tro the Biſhop,with that I have read 
in the diſcourſes for A/tars ſet forth in print (ſince 
the date thereof though I have intentively peruſed 
them, I find nothing in them for A/tars (either in 
reſpe& of name,or thing, oruſe ) to alter my judge- 
ment for the negative Tenet nor to refute ,the 
reaſons, which I have produced to prove it,fo that 
tothis Poſtſcript ( to the Reader) 1 may ſincerely 
«. Mr.Ch.n; ſubſcribe(as*a learned friend did to me when I re- 
| queſted himto preſent my letter to the Biſhop ) 


From my lodging art the fgne 
of the Fonnteaine 'in Paxls F | 
Church Yard. | ; | 


January 27. 1640. 
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